THE    GREAT    TUDORS

horsemen were allocated to convey the brothers in charge of
Thomas Audeley to London. Of those who remained in
Norwich it is related that nine of the principals were hanged
on the Tree of Reformation, " of whom two were seducing
prophets, a third was a most excellent Cannonier, whose
good will evilly employed did much to endanger the Forces
of the King."

In London Robert and William Kett were kept guarded in
the Tower for some months. It was not until November 25,
when the rebellion had died down, that the Constable was
commanded to bring the brothers for trial at Westminster.
There they pleaded guilty to a charge of treason, " not
having God before their eyes, but seduced by diabolical
instigation.55 According to custom they threw themselves
on the King's mercy. As a result of their pleading it was
determined that Robert Kett and William Kett c* be led by
the aforesaid Constable of the Tower as far as to the said
Tower and from there be drawn through the midst of the
City of London straight to the gallows at Tyburn, and on
that gallows be hanged, and while yet alive, that they be
cast on the ground, and the entrails of each of them be
taken out and burned before them, while yet alive, and
their heads be cut off, and their bodies divided into four
parts; and that the heads and quarters of each of them
be placed where our Lord the King shall appoint.35
Such a judgment was meant to strike terror into the
hearts of the defeated multitude by words as well as deeds.
The two traitors were in the end conveyed back to Norwich.
There on November 29 they were handed over to the
Sheriff. " Robert Kett was hanged in Chains upon
Norwich Castle," Sir John Hay ward relates, " his Brother
William in like Sort was executed upon Wymondham
Steeple, but not without some murmuring that that Church,
dedicated to the Service of God, and which is polluted by
death, should be made a place of publick Execution."
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